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debat i n g, , or divorcing, or in crisis, cannot be involved in the
conversattion or fi ght back and so many of them turn to drugs,
not so muuch pursuing pleasure but as anesthesia, avoiding pain.
Others oo f th em turn to sex without love and make unhealthy and
unwanted tabies. It is short-term pleasure but long-term pa in,
but it's their form of avoidance. W h atever one's judgment about
these chhildren may b e, they are ours. La tly, there is the
challengee for us as a generation of leaders now that we ar e on
the stagge to define the priorities of our hour. Th e re is a lot
of focus Iately on racial violence in New York and in Geo r g ia.
And as g ly an o as sick and as immoral as those acts of racial
v i o ' e n c e -re, they are illegal, and those who e ng age in tho se
acts wxlll f ace t he judgment bar. Well, what is not being
f ocused oor nearly enough is that the economic violence is eve n
greater aard it is legal. To drive these farmers from their land
with no place to go, no place to go, is legal. To close plants
on workerr and take our jobs to slave labor m arkets a b road is
legal. Eeop le that die in an emergency room because they don' t
have a grrcen or yellow card to go upstairs t o a bed that is
empty, waai tang for the rich to get sick, is legal. And so, just
as 20 yeears a go , t he focu s was on our social a n d racial
injusticee and we fought to make it illegal and now we must fight
to upholda those la ws, th i s generation m ust fight to make
economic violence il legal. While there is a lot of focus on
Fcrsyth CCcunty, Georgia and Howard Beach, w e are more lock ed
over Walll S rect than we are Queens, New York. When I look at
the peoplle at Howard Beach or Forsyth, or Harlem, (inaudible) my
h eart goee o ut, because, by and large, these p e ople h a ve felt
the stinnc and impact of a million jobs that paid S28,000 a year
taken frrcm t h em. They have felt the impact of 500 ,000
manufactuur'ng j obs , le a ving . T he y h av e fe lt the impact of
80,000 faarm families driven from their land. So my appeal to
you todaay, as a Legi slature, given y our role as really an
internatzxcnal Legislature because Nebraska xs the hea r t and
center oo f ou r b re a d b a sket and, therefore, decisions made in
'his statte will be felt around the whole world, I appea l t o you
across l lxnes o f part y , across lines of race, religzon, region
and sex ffcr thxs generation to turn to each othe r and not on
each othher. Vz o lence xs not a struggle of black versus white,
xt is thee merge of m an i acs ve r sus the locked ou t . Th ose
25 billioora res who beco me bxllzonaires, not because they have
done a bzillxon dollars worth of work but sim ply b ecause th e y
have manneuvered papers an d figures and numbers in contrast to
the 5 mi 111 on homeless at the bottom and I would s ay if th ere
must b e a figh t at th xs h our, let that fight not be a fight
around raace, let that fight not be a fight at a pizza parlor or
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